
Inside this issue: 

Remember, You’re Not 
Just Fertilizing Your 
Lawn 

2 

Open Burning Allowed 2 

Dog Licenses Available 
Through County 

3 

E. Grand River &  
Pathways Plan 

3 

Road Complaints  3 

Summer Taxes and 
Principle Residence 
Exemptions 

3 

Absent Voter Ballots 
Available 

4 

 
Summer 2006 

Volume II, Issue 3 Charter Township of Brighton 

 

Regular Board 
Meetings are on the 
1st and 3rd Monday’s 
of each month.  The 
meetings are held in 
the Board Room in 
the lower level of 
Township Hall and 
are broadcast live on 
Cable Channel 15.   
 
Meeting start time is 
7:00 P.M. 
 
 

Orange Barrels Abound … 
Kensington/Jacoby Roundabout 

 
Shortly work will begin on the construction of the township’s first roundabout at the Kensing-
ton Road/Jacoby Road intersection. This particular intersection has been the scene of many 
accidents over the years. With the implementation of the roundabout, the intersection will be 
made much safer. The tentative construction schedule is as follows: 
 

• June 12th -  Contractor will mobilize 

equipment and construction materials to 
the site. The  intersection will be converted 
to a temporary three-way stop. 

• June 19th -  Construction begins.  

Construction will be within the existing 
triangle shaped “green belt”.   Roundabout 
construction is expected to take 2-3 weeks 
to complete. 

• July 5th -  Intersection WILL CLOSE to 

make the tie-ins to the existing road sur-
faces.  The closure is expected to take up 
to 2 weeks to complete.  Detours will be 
posted and traffic will be REQUIRED TO 
TAKE ALTERNATE ROUTES.   

• Mid-August—Restoration work will 

begin which includes driveway paving, 
ditching, seeding, clean-up, etc.  Restora-
tion work will take approximately three to 
five weeks to complete.  The roundabout 
will be open during this phase. 

• August 25th -  Final completion date. 

 
 
For more information, updates, and alternate 
routes please go to the Livingston County Road 
C o m m i s s i o n  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.livingstonroads.org.  
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Residential Open Burning Allowed  
The Fire Prevention and Protection Ordinance was recently amended.  It is part of the Township’s General Code of Ordinances.  The major changes 
to the Ordinance include the adoption of the current edition of the International Fire Code as published by the International Code Council and 
changes to the regulations related to open burning on public and private property.  Permits are no longer required in most cases.  Below is a 
summary of the new regulations: 
 
• Burning of leaves, brush, twigs and tree limbs is allowed between sunrise and sunset 

ONLY  
• Burning is allowed year-round 
• Fires must be tended by adults 
• Adequate fire containment methods need to be present when the burning occurs 
• Burning of construction debris is prohibited 
• Burning on commercial property is prohibited 
• Materials to be burned for domestic campfires should be placed in a burner 

constructed of metal or masonry and should not be placed closer than twenty-five 
(25) feet to any building or structure and they should not be any closer than five (5) 
feet to any property line 

• Campfires or barbecue type fires should be contained and supervised at ALL times 
 
PERMIT REQUIRED for Special Event Fires at least seven (7) days in advance of the event 
from the Brighton Area Fire Department.  Special events include such things as incidental commemorative events by schools, municipalities, and 
charitable type organizations.   
 
The Brighton Area Fire Department has the authority to ban all open burning if conditions are considered to be hazardous or if it is determined to be 
offensive or objectionable due to smoke, odor or particle emissions when conditions or local circumstances make the fire hazardous, or when the 
burning is in violation of codes and rules.   
 
For more information, please contact the Brighton Area Fire Authority (BAFA) at:  810-229-6640 during business hours or visit their website at 
www.brightonareafire.com. 
 

Remember, You’re Not Just Fertilizing Your Lawn … 
Some Important Tips for Keeping Our Water Clean 

Did you know that when we fertilize our lawn we could also be fertilizing our lakes and rivers? 
 

Did you also know? 
 
… There are an estimated 25 to 30 million acres of turf and lawn in the United States:  If lawns were clas-
sified as crop they would rank fifth in the nation based upon land area. 
 
… In many areas, soils contain enough phosphorus to grow healthy lawns without any added fertilizer. 
 
While fertilizer is good for our lawn, it contains phosphorus that can be harmful to our lakes and rivers.  
Storm drains in our streets lead directly to our lakes and rivers.  So, excess fertilizer from our yards that 
enter the storm drains can cause algae to grow and use up oxygen that fish need to survive.  With 1.5 
million homes in Southeast Michigan, all of us need to know that our lawn care practices can affect our 
lakes and rivers. 
 
What can you do to help? 
 
Simple.  First, find out if your lawn needs fertilizer with a soil test.  For information about getting your soil 
tested, contact the Michigan State University Extension office at 517-546-3950.  If you do need to fertilize, 
choose one with no or low phosphorus.  Be sure to sweep excess fertilizer and grass clippings from pave-
ment back onto your lawn so that they do not wash into storm drains.  Also, keep fertilizer at least 20 feet 
away from the edge of any lakes or rivers.   
 
For more easy steps to  protect our lakes and rivers, visit the “Ours to Protect: site at                        

                    www.semcog.org.   



Principal Residence Exemption (Formerly 
Known as Homestead Exemption) 

Please check your tax bill to make sure that the Principal Residential 
Exemption (P.R.E.) information is correct.  If you owned and occupied 
your primary residence on or before May 1, 2006 you may qualify for a 
P.R.E. If you claim an exemption on another home in Michigan or any 
other state you must rescind that exemption before you can claim an-
other.  Your P.R.E. must be filed on your primary residence.  This is typi-
cally the address that is on your driver’s license and voter registration 
card.  If you think there is an error on your tax bill regarding the P.R.E. 
please contact the Assessor’s Office at 810-229-0558. 
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The Townships of Brighton, Green Oak and Hamburg formed the 
Livingston Community Water Authority (LCWA) in order to bring 
water into their respective Townships.  This construction season Brigh-
ton Township will have a 
20” water main installed on 
Whitmore Lake Road at the 
Township borderline and 
continuing north past Grand 
River to Weber Street.  This 
line is being constructed in 
part by the State of Michigan 
because of contamination to 
several properties on Whit-
more Lake Road due to 
road salt storage. Water will 
be available to properties 
along Whitmore Lake Road / 
Old US 23 up to Weber 
Street.  No one will be 
forced to tap in, but it will be available.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact David Murphy, township man-
ager, at 810-229-0550.   

Water Main 

We will be collecting 100% non-homestead taxes for Howell and Hart-
land Schools as well as the S.E.T. and 2/3’s of the County allocated 
taxes for all districts.   
Questions, please call the Treasurer’s Office at 810-229-0556. 

Summer Tax Collection 

All dogs must be licensed 
in Livingston County.  No 
dog licenses are available at 
Township Hall until 12-01-
2006.  You can purchase 
the   licenses through 
Livingston County.  Sorry 
for the inconvenience. 

Dog Licenses Available Through 
Livingston County 

If you are experiencing problems with your public road, please call the 
Livingston County Road Commission at 517-546-4250.  Private roads 
are the responsibility of the respective homeowners or homeowners’ 
associations.   
 
While the Township is always interested in feedback from the resi-
dents, the Township does not own or maintain any roads. We will 
however try and assist you in any way that we can.    

Road Complaints 

E Grand River & Pathways Master Plan 

Green Oak and Brighton Townships commissioned and paid for a 
consultant, Carlisle / Wortman Associates, Inc., to facilitate the 
development of a corridor plan for E. Grand River which was begun 
in June 2005; approved by both Planning Commissions in November 
2005; and adopted in January 2006 by both Township Boards of 
Trustees.  The adopted plan has been sent to the Livingston County 
Road Commission for use in their design plans for the widening of E. 
Grand River planned for Spring 2007.  Other plan aspects include 
future ordinance revisions, development guidelines and potential 
adoption of an overlay district for improvements to the area.  The 
townships will also be submitting a joint grant application through 
the Livingston County Road Commission to assist with the proposed 
streetscape improvements.  The Transportation Enhancement grant 
(TEA-21) will be applied for this year (2006) with the townships each 
contributing approximately $150,000 in matching funds. 
 
Brighton Township also commissioned a pathways master plan with 
its consultants; LSL Planning and Orchard, Hiltz and McCliment, Inc. 
which commenced in January and will be adopted later this year.  
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on June 26th.  
Following the public hearing, the plan will be adopted by both the 
planning commission and township board.  The plan will identify 
where pathways  or sidewalks should go and will include a priority / 
phased approach.  The plan is a follow-up to the June 2002 Master 
Plan which called for pathways and sidewalks in the Township and 
the follow-up Zoning Ordinance approved in March 2004 which 
requires them along a site’s frontage if it is on a road identified in the 
June 2002 Master Plan.   
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SUPERVISOR 
H.E. “Bud” Prine 

bud.prine@brightontwp.com 
(810) 229-0550 

 
CLERK 

Ann Bollin 
clerk@brightontwp.com 

(810) 229-0560 
 

TREASURER 
Geri Harmon 

treasurer@brightontwp.com 
(810) 229-0556 

 
TRUSTEES** 

Cathy Doughty 
cathy.doughty@brightontwp.com 

 
Tom “Murph” Murphy 

tom.murphy@brightontwp.com 
 

Mike Slaton 
trusteemike@brightontwp.com 

 
Tim Winship 

tim.winship@brightontwp.com 
 

MANAGER 
david.murphy@brightontwp.com 

(810) 229-0550 
 

Regular Meeting Days and Times* 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
1st & 3rd Mondays of every month at 7:00 PM 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

2nd and 4th Mondays of every month at 7:00 PM 
 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
4th Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM 

 
 

*Meetings are subject to change.  Contact the Clerk’s  
office for more information. 

 
**Phone messages may be left at (810) 229-0550  

for all trustees. 

 
4363 Buno Road 

Brighton, MI 48114 
Phone: (810) 229.0550 

Fax: (810)229.1778 

Please forward newsletter comments to: 
clerk@brightontwp.com or 

david.murphy@brightontwp.com 
 

Please be sure to add “newsletter” in the subject line 
 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

www.brightontwp.com 

Absent Voter Ballots Available 

If you would like to receive an absent voter ballot for the August 
Primary Election or the November General Election you must first 
complete an application.  They are available by: 
 
• Calling the clerk’s office at 810-229-0560 
• Visiting the clerk’s office  
• E-mailing the clerk at clerk@brightontwp.com.  Please be sure 

to put AV ballot application in the subject line so it doesn’t get 
“spammed” 

• Visiting the township website at www.brightontwp.com.  Click 
on the clerk’s department.  

 
The applications must be completed, signed and returned to the 
clerk’s office.  Be sure to check the reason you need an absent 
voter ballot and also for which election (s) you would like to re-
ceive an absent voter ballot.   

 
 
 
Primary Election   August 8 
General Election  November 7 
 
Polls Open  7:00 A.M.  
 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



