
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF BRIGHTON 
POVERTY EXEMPTION APPLICATION 

CHECK OFF LIST 
 

Below is a list of documents that must be filed along with your poverty exemption application, in order 
for it to be considered.  Please include all items that apply to you and any other persons living in the 
principal residence.  Income and asset information must be included for all persons over the age of 
18 living in the principal residence unless form 4988 is completed indicating the applicant and/or 
others living in the principal residence over 18 years old are not required to file. 
 
Income Information: 
 

□ 2024 Federal Income Tax Return (completed and signed). 
□ 2024 State Income Tax Return (completed and signed). 
□ Affidavit Indicating Not Required to File. 
□ 2024 Social Security Income Statement (Form SSA-1099). 
□ 2024 Pension Income Statement. 
□ Any additional documents pertaining to income for tax year 2024. 

 
Expense Information: 
 

□ Copy of all medical bills, receipts, etc., including health insurance premiums and 
prescription drug costs.  Do not include items that are covered by Medicaid or any other 
medical insurance policy that you wish to have considered. 

□ Copy of mortgage statement indicating principal and interest paid in 2024; including 
reverse mortgage 

□ Copy of any additional expenses the applicant wishes to have considered. 
 
Asset Information: 
 

□ Copy of the current bank statement(s) for anyone living in the principal residence over 
the age of 18. 

□ Copy of 401k, IRA, pension, and/or other investment/retirement statements. 
□ Copy of deeds/tax bills to other land or buildings owned by applicant or household 

member (not including applicant’s principal residence) 
 
 

 

  



 

 

Federal Poverty Guidelines Used in the Determination of Poverty Exemptions for 2025.  
 
MCL 211.7u, which deals with poverty exemptions, was significantly altered by PA 390 of 1994 and 
was further amended by PA 620 of 2002.  
 
Local governing bodies are required to adopt guidelines that set income levels for their poverty 
exemption guidelines and those income levels shall not be set lower by a city or township than the 
federal poverty guidelines updated annually by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
This means, for example, that the income level for a household of 3 persons shall not be set lower 
than $25,820 which is the amount shown on the following chart for a family of 3 persons. The income 
level for a family of 3 persons may be set higher than $25,820. Following are the federal poverty 
guidelines for use in setting poverty exemption guidelines for 2025 assessments. 
 

Size of Family Unit  Poverty Guidelines  

1  $ 15,060 

2  $ 20,440 

3  $ 25,820 

4  $ 31,200 

5  $ 36,580 

6  $ 41,960 

7  $ 47,340 

8  $ 52,720 

For each additional 
person  

$ 5,380 

 
Note: MCL 211.7u states that the poverty exemption guidelines established by the governing body of 

the local assessing unit shall also include an asset level test. An asset test means the amount of 

cash, fixed assets or other property that could be used, or converted to cash for use in the payment of 

property taxes. The asset test should calculate a maximum amount permitted and all other assets 

above that amount should be considered as available. Please see STC Bulletin 22 of 2023 for more 

information on poverty exemptions.  

Note: MCL 211.7u allows an affidavit (Treasury Form 4988) to be filed for all persons residing in the 

residence who were not required to file federal or state income tax returns in the current year or in the 

immediately preceding year. This includes the owner of the property who is filing for the exemption. 














